THE   SHAKERS

have been said had the situation been reversed, but
he replied with fine candour and breadth of mind,
'c Certainly. That is the proper explanation of them
through all the ages. The visions* of Saint Theresa
were Spiritualistic visions just such as we have fre-
quently had vouchsafed to the members of our
society/5 When further asked whether magic and
necromancy did not belong to the same category, he
answered, " Yes. That is when Spiritualism is used
for selfish ends/' It is clear that there were men
living nearly a century ago who were capable of
instructing our wise men of to-day.

That very remarkable woman, Mrs. Hardinge
Britten, has recorded in her " Modern American
Spiritualism " how she came in close contact with the
Shaker community, and was shown by them the
records, taken at the time, of their spiritual visitation.
In them it was stated that the new era was to be in-
augurated by an extraordinary discovery of material
as well as of spiritual wealth. This is a most remark-
able prophecy, as it is a matter of history that the
goldfields of California were discovered within a very
short time of the psychic outburst. A Swedenborg
with his doctrine of correspondences might perhaps
contend that the one was complementary to the other.

This episode of the Shaker manifestations is a very
distinct link between the Swedenborg pioneer work
and the period of Davis and the Fox sisters. We shall
now consider the career of the former, which is
intimately associated with the rise and progress of the
modern psychic movement.
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